Reports for Council meeting April 28th 2026
Diocesan President’s report

The focus of this year is about growing our membership and also our leadership team. Whether that is in the branches and groups or as part of our diocesan officers’ team.  Following a presentation I gave to Hadleigh Deanery Synod in March, the churchwardens of Stratford St Mary church have invited me to speak at a café church service on April 18th, to the young parents about joining MU. I am also speaking to a group at St Felix Rendlesham in May, again with a view to creating another new branch or group.

In February I used my role as a General Synod Rep for the diocese to hold a General Synod fringe meeting in Mary Sumner House. The meeting highlighted a worship resources, United in Solace and Grace’ which aimed to create a bridge for survivors of abuse with the church. This was developed by Revd Jenny Seggar, Rural Dean for Samford deanery, along with Christine Ward MU Deanery leader.  The RISE-UP resources were on display and the Worldwide President and CEO of MU came to the meeting to promote our work on this issue of domestic abuse.

Our Big Knicker Night in June is being supported by the Diocesan Communication team who are helping us to promote this event. Tim Holder and Leonie Rylie have offered to make three short videos about MU with one focusing on the Big Knicker Night. I have made an enormous pair of knickers, which they plan to have in the Church Tent at the Suffolk Show; which is about a month before the event on June 23rd. These knickers are so big two people could stand in each leg, making it a photo opportunity to pass onto to various media outlets.
The other videos the diocesan team have offered to make will feature the ‘Join in Join Us’ challenge and our project work. 

Our Lady Day service was attended by over 170 people, whether in person in the Minster or joining the live stream. Thank you to everyone who came and to those helped on the day, whether as a steward, reading the bible, or with the refreshments.  Archdeacon Sam Brazier-Gibbs who lead the service is now joining MU as a member.  At council you can decide which project the collection of £274.50 should be allocated to. 

The third Grandparent Day in Bury St Edmunds was another success, with very positive feedback from those attending as well as some good pointers for future events. Most of the people attending were not MU members and I will be following up by sending out invitations to our Mary Sumner Day service in the cathedral on August 9th. 

We have had someone step up to be the new Diocesan Booking Officer, which will be a big help to myself, as I currently still carry both the DP and Diocesan secretary role. I would value someone taking on the correspondence aspect of the role. We have a new Diocesan Treasurer and Gift Aid Officer who will be introducing themselves at Council. 

Last, but not least, there is a vacancy for a General Trustee. There are four trustee meetings each year, which you can attend via zoom. We need someone who is a team player, and is enthusiastic about Mothers’ Union. The role description includes the following:
· To attend Trustee and Council meetings.
· To be familiar with the constitution so that motions passed are consistent with the constitution. 
· To bring to the attention of the Trustees any issues that you have been made aware of that need discussion.
· To support the Diocesan President as they co-ordinate the vision for the development of the organisation’s work in the Diocese
· To keep abreast of social policy issues 
· To take on any other role as appropriate.



Jeanette Appleton
09 04 2026
Diocesan Officer’s reports 
Cards for Prisoners 

Di Barker and I continue to lead workshops for MU Branches to make Christmas cards for prisons in Suffolk. We also make Christmas Gift tags. We have done a workshop in Woodbridge recently and have 4 other sessions booked this year.

DP Jeanette recently reviewed what we have been sending to prisons in our area and sought guidance from them on the most useful items we could provide. From this we learnt that Highpoint no longer wish to have the Christmas cards we were providing for all the prisoners, but we have been given a list of other items they need.
We will continue to make cards for prisoners at HMP Hollesley Bay and HMP Warren Hill.

We are currently looking at the most suitable cards we can provide for the prisoners to use to send to their families. This is very much in line with Mothers’ Union aims to foster healthy family relationships.
 
If you have used Christmas cards, we can make use of those. We can also pass on to the prisons, any new notelets, birthday or Christmas cards that you may wish to donate for prisoners to keep in touch with their families.

Sue Norrington- March 2026

90th Birthday cards 

Margaret Rollins send cards to 43 members who are 90 years plus. The number remains much the same this year. Will branch leaders please let Margaret know if anyone whose name they have passed to her, change address or die. It is distressing for families if cards continue to arrive after a funeral.

Wave of Prayer

Thanks to Anji our Worldwide Contact for providing a new Wave or Prayer service for you to use. This service has been written for those branches that incorporate the Wave of Prayer service into a meeting with a speaker or other activity. As well as Diocesan members and Indoor members to use it at home, perhaps with a few friends or family members.

Policy COI Report 
There is a new National Programme Lead for Policy at MSH – Claire O’Neill Mescia who has taken over from Emily Brailsford.
There has been a ZOOM meeting on 26th March for all diocesan policy COI’s which indicates that she will continue with the ‘grass roots’ driven way forward. (Minutes awaited)

Craft COI Report
Lisa Locke the Infant Feeding coordinator for Suffolk County Council has made contact to request a further supply of ‘knitted breasts’ as these have been most successful and appreciated by the key workers. This is a very rewarding response. An appeal has been put in the March Newsletter and the pattern is on the website.  www.musuffolk.org.uk 
I have been involved with the craft workshops at two Grandparents Days, both of which were well attended and enjoyed by the participants.

Cathie McGregor April 2026.

MUe report 
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There is a new brooch specially designed for the 150th anniversary – only £4.50.  They will be available from the MUe stall at the AGM/Council meeting on 28th April, or email or phone Clare Thomas to order one – 01473 832808 or clare.thomas@mothersunion.org 


April 9th 2026
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