[image: image1.jpg]DEEEUNION

Christian care for families
XA St. Edmundsbury & Ipswich




Wave of Prayer Service
Welcome and Gathering
We must be global Christians with a global vision

because our God is a Global God.  
John Stott, theologian.
Welcome to our Mothers’ Union Wave of Prayer Service.

We’re here to celebrate and give thanks for our Mothers’ Union links in a divided world. We’re here to thank God for the privilege of prayerful support that we both give and receive and to commit ourselves afresh to work together to uphold this unity.

Call to worship
God, your name is known everywhere; 
all over the earth people praise you.

Your right hand is full of goodness.
Psalm 48:10
Lord of all the earth,

we come to worship with thankful hearts.
Let us praise his name together. Amen
Hymn
Lighting of large candle

Prayer
We give thanks to you Lord for the privilege of gathering together as part of your family. We give thanks that the Wave of Prayer has reached our group of dioceses at this time. Mothers’ Union is our family, and we are all part of it.  At this time, we especially hold in prayer our MU linked dioceses:

    • Lake Malawi, Malawi
    • Jalingo, Nigeria
    • Byumba, Rwanda
    • Lucknow, India

and we also hold up to you St Edmundsbury and Ipswich diocesan links in Tanzania:

• Kagera, Lweru and Biharamulo

We pray for stability of family life in these places and throughout the world. Bind us together in mutual love and support as we uphold one another in prayer.

Amen
Confession
Merciful Lord,

who died that we may be accepted 
into the family of God,

forgive us for the times

when our love for each other is strained, 
when the bonds between us are loose, 
Forgive us when we choose

to ignore the joys of shared relationship 
and focus on difference and division. 
Forgive us when we omit to share resources.

Help us to change our selfish ways that we may love God and all his children with our whole hearts.

Amen.
God’s forgiveness
May our heavenly Father open wide his arms 
in loving forgiveness and grace.

May we know the joy of restored relationship 
with God and with his people.
Amen
New Testament Reading

Gospel Reading

Hymn

Thanksgiving and Intercessions
My goal is that they may be encouraged 
in heart and united in love.
Colossians 2:2
As we come to give thanks for Mothers’ Union Worldwide, 
and particularly for our link dioceses, 
may God encourage us in heart and unite us in love.

Eternal God of hope and peace, who sent Your Son to be with us in human form, we offer our prayer for Mothers’ Union members here and everywhere as they serve their communities.
May we serve like Jesus with grace, humility and love.
     Lord in your mercy
      Hear our prayer
Lord, we rejoice in the beauty of your world and thank you for the rich harvest it produces. We remember those who do not have enough, the thousands who are dying from hunger and disease each day.

Today we pray especially for the people of Lake Malawi: 
that the crops will grow, the rains will come, and that there will be good harvests.

Support Mothers’ Union members as they focus on the many issues in their community. We pray that they may be given strength as they reach out to vulnerable people.
     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
We pray for those who reach out to those in need, 
particularly the members of the Women’s Fellowship for Christian Service in Lucknow.

Support them in their ministry to the sick, the elderly and broken families and in all their work to support marriage and family life.
     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
We pray for asylum seekers and refugees 
throughout the world.

We pray for Byumba Mothers’ Union and their community reconciliation work with refugees. We ask your blessing on all those who work with children in the Hannah Project and in King Saloman Primary School. And we give thanks for all those involved in capacity building projects which empower and encourage people to support themselves more sustainably.

     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
Lord there are so many places in our world where there is war, conflict, violence and pain.

At this time we pray especially for the people of the Middle East, Israel and Gaza and Ukraine and Russia. 

We pray too for our Mothers’ Union friends in Jalingo, in Nigeria, a country where Christians are persecuted for their faith.

We commend them to you in all that they do.

Bless them in their outreach to those in need in their community.

Keep them safe, O Lord.

     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
We pray for all those in the world seeking to mitigate the effects of the climate emergency. Help subsistence farmers everywhere to find new ways of sustaining themselves and their families.

Bless all those in Kagera, Lweru and Biharamulo working hard to raise up their people to life in its fullness. We pray for the Mothers’ Union working hard to empower women. Bless all those everywhere who in the face of big challenges continue to praise and thank you for your goodness.

     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
Nearer to home, dear Lord, we bring before you the Mothers’ Union here in St Edmundsbury and Ipswich Diocese, its leadership and members.

We give thanks for our fellowship in Mothers’ Union and ask for your continued blessing on all that we are able to do in supporting family life and helping those in trouble.

     Lord in your mercy
     Hear our prayer

Light small candle
Loving God,

we thank you for all we share in common with your people 
near and far,

Help us to recognise more fully what it means to be part of a global community.

Help us to appreciate the responsibilities that it brings and to seize the opportunities it offers.

Lord of all, join us together in love for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen
The Mothers’ Union Prayer
Loving Lord, we thank you for your love 
so freely given to us all.

We pray for families around the world.

Bless the work of the Mothers' Union

as we seek to share your love through the encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.

Empowered by your Spirit,

may we be united in prayer and worship, 
and in love and service reach out 
as your hands across the world. 
In Jesus' name. 
Amen
Hymn

Sharing of the Peace
God was in Christ, offering peace and forgiveness to the people of this world.
2 Corinthians 5:19
As we share God’s peace together 
we also reach out in peace 
to those with whom we are linked across the world.

The peace of the Lord be with you:
and also with you.
We offer each other a sign of peace
Final prayer
Lord, as we have celebrated your goodness together,

may our unity deepen and grow.

And may the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with us and remain with us always.
Amen
We reach out as your hands across the world.
Thanks be to God. Amen
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