
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  Registered Charity no.  249726 
 

Minutes of Council Meeting held at Salvation Army Centre, Stowmarket on  
Wednesday 8th March 2017 

 
Attendence: 37 
 
1. Christine welcomed everyone to the meeting and Linda Ginn opened the meeting with 

prayer. 
 
2. Sarah Mann from Home Start gave a presentation on her work with Home Start.  This has 

been running for 40 years with 300 schemes. It is to give children a happy and secure 
childhood which is tailored to their needs.  There are 3 schemes in Suffolk.  Christine thanked 
Sarah for her presentation and for answering questions. The work of Home Start linked 
strongly with our proposed project around Attachment theory and Sandra had highlighted 
the importance of modelling, to young Mums, the many ways of interacting with babies and 
toddlers. 

 
3. Apologies: Sandra Griffiths, Jean Leech, Mary Stalley, Sandra Belton, Margaret Rollins, Helen 

Davy, Anne Clarke, Mary Snape, Janet Walkey, Margaret Goldstone, Val Jeffreys, Sue 
Norrington, Sue Olver, Margaret Llewelyn, Dorothy Grant, Ann Bennett,  Ann Wright, June 
Milliard, Christine Mitchell, Pat Sheppard, Carol Gooderham, Brian and Audreen Lillistone, 
Pam Ross, Felicity Stranack 

 
4. The Minutes of the last meeting held on Tuesday 15th November 2016 at Rougham were 

agreed and signed and dated as correct. 
 

5. There were no Matters Arising. 
 

6. Christine reported that she would be in Dublin from 12th March 2017 at the Worldwide 
Council debating the new Worldwide Constitution.  An email had been received from Nikki 
our Provincial President asking not to contact MSH direct.  Please direct all your enquiries via 
Christine or a Trustee to be forwarded to Nikki. Janice is preparing the Wave of Prayer.  
Bishop Mike met with Christine to discuss MU matters and he endorses an approach to 
improve relationships with our clergy and a scheme inviting our Rural Deal and Chapter to let 
them know what we do locally.  The Lady Day service will be held at Southwold with a 
collection for Make a Mothers’ Day. We have been offered a marquee in the Bishop’s garden 
at the end of June to beginning to July, to have a Garden Party.  Christine asked the meeting 
if they wished to proceed and it was agreed.  Details will be circulated when available.  
Members were to consider possible events for the 16 Day of Activism and what we can all do 
as a branch, deanery or area.    Christine is in conversation with Suffolk Refuge Support.  We 
are now in partnership with the Children’s Society and a booklet called “From Fear to Safety”  
has been sent to the Bishops by the Children’s Society. 

 



7. Treasurers Report: The accounts are now complete for 2016.  In 2016 there were 980 
members but in 2017 there are 880, Keith drew our attention to this fall in numbers and it’s 
implication for MU funds.  Christine thanked Keith for all his work. 

 
8. Unit Reports: 
       Beryl reported that funds could be raised for AFIA if you shop on line by going    
       onto easyfundraising.org.uk. A leaflet will be sent to all Branch Leaders so that this  
       information can go on their notice boards. 
 
       Monica/Beryl said that there are still places on the holiday to Scotland at a cost of £395. 
 
       Sandra had offered no additional report. 
 

                     Linda requested that MU get involved in church services.  To take time and reflect over Lent.  
                     She quoted something that Linda Cadman had said to her “blossom where God had planted  
                     you”. 
 
                     Monica had been to lunch with Linda Cadman to get an update on IMPC. 
 
                     Cathie had been collecting Branch Returns but reported that there were still a few  
                     outstanding. 
 
                     Clare reported that there may not be a monthly Faith and Policy watch due to the changes 
                     at MSH. It was hoped that would be restored soon. 
 
                     Janice mentioned the Kagera Lent challenge and asked members to consider supporting this. 
 
                     Anna mentioned the Quiet Day at Wenhaston. 
 
                     Full unit reports were attached with the Agenda 
 

9. Diary Dates:  
       25th March 2017 – 11am Lady Day Service at Southwold – Rev Stuart Mitchell will be  
                                         preaching 
                                         There are 8 seats left on the coach 
       18th June 2017 – 10am at BSE Cathedral a service for Mission to Seafarers 
 
10.AOB: (a) It had been raised how long we should keep records and it was agreed this should  
                      be for 6 years. 
                 (b) A Branch had a broken banner pole and it was suggested that they get in touch with  
                      St Margarets at Rendlesham as they have recently had a new one. 
 
11. Linda led us in Midday prayers. 
 
12. Stuart closed the meeting with the grace. 

 
13. Date of next Meeting: 28th October 2017 at St Michael’s Church, Martlesham 
 
The meeting closed at 12.30 pm 
 
Signed:………………………………………………………………    Dated:……………………………………………………… 



At the Council Meeting in November you wrote on cards your hopes and visions for Faith in 
Action 2017. 
 

 Be outward looking 

 More open about MU in public 

 Write about MU Action in Parish Magazines 

 Visit Members unable to get to Branch 

 Speak about MU to other organisations 

 Liaise with clergy – offer Mothering Sunday posies, baptism cards and encouragement 

 Ask to write articles/editorials about MU 

 Be available to help/ask for Eucharist in local Care Homes 

 Volunteer to make coffee at your church Coffee Mornings 

 Bereavement Course for members 

 Walk alongside those who are bereaved 

 Pray, pray, pray 

 Try different styles for meeting i.e. lunchtime “Soup & Pud” 

 Experiment! Offering food for evening event i.e. “Pizza & Pud” 

 Improve communications with Trustees 

 Please were your MU badges and a smile! Diana has styles for all eventualities. 
 
Thank you. 
Christine 


